Business Quips

What follows are some of my favorite quotes from business leaders and influencers.

A good portion of these were taken from Forbes 100th anniversary edition in 2017.
1. Health is your own; money belongs to others; power is temporary; and reputation is eternal. Charoen Sirivadhanabhakdi

2.  Investing in people is how we grow. Howard Schultz


3.  No matter how small a project you work on, and no matter what it is, put your heart and 
      soul and sense of responsibility into it.  Frank Gehry


4. You drill your fair share of dry holes, but you never lose your optimism.  Boone Pickens


5. We are absolutely a more profitable (and better) business because we have a mission 
     beyond the sole pursuit of profits.  Dan Gilbert


6. I prefer to match words with deeds or let the facts speak for me.  Leonardo Del Vecchio


7. Curiosity has kept me young as I have gotten older.   Les Wexner


8. Caring made me different.  Sean “Diddy” Combs


9. Sometimes if pays to be a little crazy early in your career.  Fred Smith
10. The four most important words in business are “What do you think?”
       J.W. “Bill” Marriott Jr. (I had the pleasure of speaking with him on one of his tours!)

11. I’d always stop the customers who left the store with nothing.  They were the ones that 
       taught us the most. Arthur Blank
12. I realized that we are better employees when we stop  trying to be two people and bring 
       our whole selves to work.  Sheryl Sandberg
13. Most people fail in science because they talk themselves out of doing the experiment.  
       Craig Venter
14. When I started my business, I had only one goal – to achieve and be the best I could.  
       Richard B. Meyers 
15. Make mistakes.  Once!  Kenyan Starling, Rike-Kumler Co. ~ 1956

16. If you think you know it all, go to work for our competitor. 
       Kenyan Starling, Rike-Kumler Co. 1956

17. Treat and pay your staff exactly the way you’d want to be treated if you were in their  
       place.  John Paul DeJoria
18. Selling your winners and holding your losers is like cutting the flowers and watering the weeds.  Peter Lynch

19.  If you’re great in this business, you are right six times out of ten.  Peter Lynch

20.  Strategy:  find a good business – and one that I can understand why it’s good – with a
 durable competitive advantage, run by able and honest people, and available at a price  
 that makes sense.  Warren Buffett

21.  Keep thy shop and thy shop will keep thee.    Benjamin Franklin

22.  If you can increase your potential 10%-30% by enhancing your talents, they can’t tax it 
 away.  Inflation can’t take it| from you.  You have it the rest of your life. Warren Buffett

23.  Explore what’s best in others and follow.  Lee Shau Kee

24.  If I were starting out now, I would look at what the competition is like in various fields – and then consider some that aren’t so popular.  Julian Robertson
25. Don’t worry about reputation but about character.  Jacqueline Novogratz

26. I read.  I listen.  I try to surround myself with smart people of all ages and backgrounds.
      John Doerr

27. By the end of the day, I’ve learned something that shows how dumb I was yesterday.  
       Bernard Marcus

28. People are more comfortable with what they know than what they don’t.
       Michael Bloomberg

29. Find an area that interests you and get on the highway and it will lead you wherever you 
       lead it.  Barry Diller

30. If you do the right thing, the right thing will come to you.  Berry Gordy

31. I have yet to meet a scientist who wants to maintain the status quo.  Eli Broad

32. I’m the one who decides but I like having lots of other people with whom I can discuss 
       ideas.  Giorgio Armani

33. I like to research how and why things are, and imagine how they might change. 
       Philip Anschutz

34. A part of learning is done through reading, and the other part, which is likely more 
       important, is talking with bright minds from different fields.  Neil Shen

35. You have to enjoy coming in to work each day and going to battle for what you believe in 
       and for the people you believe in.  Donald Trump

36. It seemed like an act of genius until it wasn’t.  Jack Bogle

37. I believed in what we were doing, but I felt alone.  And worse, it was my fault.  It taught 
       me that it’s not enough to have purpose yourself.  You have to create a send of purpose 
       for others.  Mark Zukerberg

38. You seem to spend a lot of energy on the question on how to be successful.  But that is 
       the wrong question.  The question is how to be useful.  Jim Collins

39. Companies will succeed and fail based on their ability to translate date, including 
       historical data, into insights and actions and products and services in real time.
       Michael Dell
Below are some more priceless quotes from Winston Churchill:
1. Diplomacy is the art of telling people to go to hell in such a way that they ask for directions.

2. You will never reach your destination if you stop and throw stones at every dog that barks.

3. Fear is a reaction.  Courage is a decision.

4. A nation that forgets its past has no future.

5. The POSTIVE thinker sees the INVISIBLE, feels the INTANGIBLE, and achieves the IMPOSSIBLE.

6. If you’re not a liberal at twenty you have no heart, if you’re not a conservative at forty, you have no brain.

7. There is nothing government can give you that it hasn’t taken from you in the first place.
8. The best argument against democracy is a five-minute conversation with the average voter.

9. Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.

10.  A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.

11.  One man with conviction will overwhelm a hundred who only have opinions.
12.  The main vice of capitalism is the uneven distribution of prosperity.  The main vice of socialism is the even distribution of misery.

13.  However beautiful the strategy, you should occasionally look at the results.

14.  You don’t make the poor richer by making the rich poorer.
15.  Life can either be accepted or changed.  If it is not accepted, it must be changed.
 If it  cannot be changed, then it must be accepted.

16.  I would rather argue against a hundred idiots, than have one agree with me.

17.  Life is fraught with opportunities to keep your mouth shut.

18.  Where there's a will, I want to be in it.

19.  Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them 
 speak.

20.  If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong.

21.  War does not determine who is right - only who is left.

22.  Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.

23.  They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you why it isn't.

24.  To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research.

25.  If I thought I wanted a career. Turns out, I just wanted pay checks.

26.  In filling out an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency, notify:' I put "DOCTOR."

27.  I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you.

28.  Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street...with a bald  
 head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy.

29.  Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a successful man is usually
  another woman.

30.  A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory.

31.  You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice.

32.  I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure.

33.  To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target.

34.  Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.

35.  Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes
 you a car.

36.  I'm supposed to respect my elders, but now it’s getting harder and harder for me to find 
 one.
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